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grounds where valuable thought can only be unprofitably diffused. There is not a chance of a nucleus of political thought ever arising at Ashridge.
To allow individuals to propound opinions on politics is an insult to a high profession. To lecture on details of policy serves no purpose. It would be considered strange in the law to instruct people in intricate briefs who had no knowledge of jurisprudence. No layman would be thrust into an operating theatre with a knife without showing a profound contempt for the science of surgery. Nevertheless at a period when democratic government has destroyed the whole science of statecraft, when purpose is undefined, both the brief and knife are handed out to the stragglers of the Conservative Party. This is only one of the dangers of over-civilisation, that people's minds run to the finished article. What is wanted to-day is a political school not created but creating. Experts are not required to instruct the untrained in their specialities, before a permanent nucleus of intellect has formed round some fundamental philosophy. Such a nucleus would permanently enrich the statesmen in power and admit those desirous of giving politics a serious study into the advantages of a mature and disciplined priesthood. Ashridge has failed by again attempting to widen Conservative appeal from the wrong end. Several of the most open opponents of Toryism and some of the most doubtful of its friends have been allowed to inculcate into the fortunately not effective audiences all the dangers of professed impartiality. The lecture list at Ashridge would have convulsed a statesman like Pitt, a thinker like Bolingbroke, or a scholar like Sir Henry Maine. It is a travesty on the quest for unity. Neither the lecturers nor their audiences have the slightest intention of every abandoning their individual idiosyncracies or their democratic opinions.
In short, Toryism can be amply defended for not doing the Tory thing, but it is impossible not to censure it for deliberately doing the liberal thing. Toryism depends on the co-ordination of technical knowledge, therefore it is absurd